
ALTERNATIVES

• Use of heavy equipment would be restricted to areas
outside of Wilderness or WSAs.

• Minimum Impact Suppression Tactics would be used
when working in WSAs or Wilderness areas, follow-
ing the Interim Management Policy and Guidelines for
Lands under Wilderness Review (H-8550-1).

• Manage naturally ignited wildland fires in the Bear Trap
Unit of the Lee Metcalf Wilderness Area under the pre-
scription guidelines established in the Bear Trap Unit
of the Lee Metcalf Wilderness Area Fire Management
Plan.

• Fire management activities are prioritized by their risk
to life and property across the planning area. Fires that
are adjacent or near wildland urban interface will have
the highest priority for fire suppression.

Alternative A

Under this alternative, current direction outlined for fire
management in the planning area in the 1984 Fire Manage-
ment Plan would continue to be implemented. The 1984
fire management plan provides programmatic direction for
fire suppression and fuels management, and addresses three

components including wildland fire pre-suppression, sup-
pression, and prescribed fire. Two strategies—confine and
control—would be applied in continuing to implement the
1984 plan. Approximately 60 percent of the field office is
within a confine strategy, which considers management of
fire prior to implementing full suppression. Except for the
Bear Trap Unit of the Lee Metcalf Wilderness Area, the re-
mainder of the area has a control strategy where immediate
action would be taken to suppress a fire within the first burn-
ing period.

Management under Alternatives B, C and D

Under the action alternatives, the planning area would be
divided into 17 geographical Fire Management Zones
(FMZs) as described in Appendix J and depicted on Map
53. One of the four fire management categories established
and defined in current planning guidance (Appendix C of
BLM 1601 Planning Handbook) and described below would
be assigned to each of the 17 geographic fire management
zones. Table 9 summarizes the category assignments by
FMZ and alternative.

Table 9 
Dillon Field Office Fire Management Zones and 
Wildfire Management Categories by Alternative 

FMZ Alternative A Alternative B Alternative C Alternative D 

Beaverhead/Jefferson and Madison Valley 

Beaverhead Mountains 

Big Sheep/Medicine Lodge 
Back Country Byway 

Centennial 

Blacktail Mountains 

Tendoy Mountains 

Blacktail/Horse Prairie 

Sweetwater/Ruby 

Tobacco Root Mountains 

Gravelly Mountains 

East Madison 

SE Foothills/Pioneers 

McCartney/Rochester 

Big Hole River Corridor 

North Rubys 

Guidance from 
1984 FMP. 

Category A 

Category B 

Category B 

Category C 

Category C 

Category C 

Category C 

Category C 

Category C 

Category C 

Category C 

Category C 

Category C 

Category C 

Category D 

Category A 

Category B 

Category D 

Category D 

Category D 

Category D 

Category D 

Category D 

Category C 

Category C 

Category D 

Category D 

Category D 

Category C 

Category D 

Category A 

Category A 

Category B 

Category C 

Category C 

Category C 

Category B 

Category B 

Category A 

Category B 

Category C 

Category B 

Category B 

Category B 

Category C 
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